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~Worship Helpers~ 
Ministers of East Koshkonong: All the people of God 

Presider ~ David Berrgren 
Assistant Minister ~ Holly Loomis 

Lector ~ Jane Furseth 
Acolyte ~ Tara Bettenhausen 

Organist ~ Judy Rusch 
Greeter ~ Scott and Jackie Zahn 

Ushers ~ Dennis Lund Family 
Offering Counters ~ Jean Lehr & Cheryl Nuenthel 

Coffee hour ~ Buddy and Beverly Lien 
Church Lock Up ~ Holly Loomis 

Choir Director ~  Vicki Schuh 
 
PRELUDE 
 
SERMON 1 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath 
and winter candle-lighting in the midst of growing darkness strengthen some of 
the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly 
an image of everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel 
of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our 
time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the pro-
gress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath 
is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead 
the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many 
homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath. 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 1 
Use this blessing when lighting the first candle. 
C: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
A: You call all nations to walk in your light 
and to seek your ways of justice and peace, 
for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. 
Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath, the hope candle. 
Rouse us from sleep, 
that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 
and welcome him into our hearts and homes, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 
C: Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN      Comfort, Comfort Now My People            29 
 



3  

  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P:Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
C:Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
P:Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of new beginnings, 
C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
P:People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
C:Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Choir                                                            Be thou My Vision 

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when 
God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war ob-
solete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that 
Lord now!” 
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 In days to come 
  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the Lord!  

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 122 

 I was glad when they said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord. R 
 For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- per who love you. 
 Peace be with- in your walls 
  and quietness with- in your towers. 
 For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 Because of the house of the Lord our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.” R 
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Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live 
our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future. 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrel-
ing and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event 
that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. 
Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait ex-
pectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Fa-
ther. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken 
and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the own-
er of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 2 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, You Thankful People, Come    407 
 
CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 
A brief silence. 
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the glob-
al church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture 
and custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing 
work. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us 
your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, 
preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serv-
ing the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to 
war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth (other places of 
conflict may be named). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those 
who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring 
help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care (especially). 
Kathy, Sue, Larry, Denise, Huldah, Lindsay, Sara, Gary and we Pray 
for the families of Caleb, Barbara and Dollie. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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L:The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

  

 
   

 

 
 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide 
congregations in transition or conflict (especially). Give wisdom to congre-
gational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to 
unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives 
of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the 
company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
 
NOISY OFFERING 
 

MEAL 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Offering Prayer 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Song                  Let All Things Now Living    557 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
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      ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We are glad you joined us this morning! We hope that you will ex-
perience the good news in mind, body, and spirit as we pray, listen, 
sing and share the peace of Christ and the meal of Holy Communion. 
You are invited to worship in as many ways as you are comfortable 
and able. In this bulletin, bold print indicates congregation’s respons-
es. The presence, energy, and noise of children are most welcome 
here!  The sound of children in worship is the sound of a new disciple 
being formed. This congregation is glad to share in this work. We 
welcome and invite children to participate in worship. 

  

EKLC has been given a Thrivent Action Team grant to collect/
purchase products for “Food Pantry: Project Clean”.  From now 
through December 11, members may donate products and leave them 
at the collection point in the Narthex.  These items cannot be pur-
chased through the Food Pantry, Second Harvest or Community Ac-
tion Coalition.  The Pantry must rely on item donations from the pub-
lic only.  At this time, the Pantry is entering the holiday/winter season 
with empty shelves for these products:  Liquid laundry soap, liquid 
dish soap, shampoo and conditioner and body wash/bar soap.  Cur-
rently 1 in 13 people in Dane County need some sort of Food Pantry 
assistance.  Our local Cambridge Food Pantry has 46 “unique” house-
holds including 21 children, 39 adults and 40 seniors.  Questions may 
be directed to Barb Klemp.  Thank you in advance.  

    CALENDAR 
 
Sunday November 27, 2022 
9:00am  Worship   
9:40am   Coffee Fellowship  
 
Tuesday November 29, 2022 
9:00am    Staff Meeting 
 
Wednesday November 30, 2022 
9:00am  Newsletter Assembly  
5:30pm  Worship 
6:30pm  Confirmation 
 
Sunday December 4, 2022  
9:00am  Worship   
9:40am  Coffee Fellowship 
10:00am  Sunday School 

 

From Sundays and seasons.com. 
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