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Ministers of East Koshkonong ~ All the peo-
ple of God
Presider ~ Pastor Eric Hanson
Organist ~ Judy Rusch
Assisting Minister ~ Gloria Fruit
Acolyte ~ Tanner Furseth
Lector ~ Trudy Spike
Greeter ~ The Rosenthal Family
Ushers ~ The Zahn Family
Offering Counters ~ Brenda Schroeder,
Leila Carl & Diane Luginbuhl

Sermon One with Children

Gathering Hymn That Easter Day with Joy Was
Bright ELW 384

Confession and Forgiveness
We serve a risen Savior yet we live as if in
chains. Amen

Let us come into the light, the revealing and
healing light of the risen Savior by confessing
our sins and receiving God’s forgiveness.

Almighty God, Creator of the heavens and
earth, we confess that we do not always
live into the message of hope and
salvation, the promise of eternal life. We
live in ways that make the here and now
more important than the future. We live in
ways that put ourselves and our own
success first over the needs of others and
the long-term needs of the world. Forgive
us for our selfish ways and call us into the
path of Christ, who humbled himself and
gave himself up for us on the cross, so that
death might be no more and that all can
share in the joy of salvation and eternal
life, through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
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The stone is rolled away, the tomb was found
empty. Mary calls out, "I have seen the Lord!”
We have seen Christ, too, in every helping
hand, in every heartfelt gift, in every choice to
restore life in this world. We are called to this
new life, a life of forgiveness and reconciliation.
You are forgiven; accept your forgiveness and
know that God loves you and desires great
wholeness for all life. Walk forward on this
\journey of faith, knowing your brothers and
sisters are with you. Amen

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of
our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ
among us, enable us to show the power of the
resurrection in all that we say and do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading Acts 4:32-35

**Now the whole group of those who believed
were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but
everythin% they owned was held in

common. **With great power the apostles gave
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them

all. **There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. 3*They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and
it was distributed to each as any had need.

L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133
'How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred
live together in unity!

3



’It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing
down upon the beard, upon the beard of
Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his
robe.

31t is like the dew of Hermon flowing down
upon the hills of Zion. For there the LorD has
commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

Second Reading 1 John 1:1--2:2
!We declare to you what was from the
beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at
and touched with our hands, concerning the
word of life—2this life was revealed, and we
have seen it and testify to it, and declare to
you the eternal life that was with the Father
and was revealed to us—>we declare to you
what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. *We are writing these things so
that our joy may be complete.

>This is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that
we have fellowship with him while we are
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what
is true; “but if we walk in the light as he
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he
who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. °If
we say that we have not sinned, we make him
a liar, and his word is not in us.

>IMy little children, I am writing these things
to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the
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atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the sins of the whole world.
L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God

Gospel
P: The holy gospel according to John 20:19-31

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

YWhen it was evening on that day, the first day
of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the

Lord. *!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send

you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. 2%If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one
of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 2°So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and
my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

°A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” “’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and
my God!” ?°Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.”

3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the



presence of his disciples, which are not written

in this book. 3!But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,

the Son of God, and that through believing you
may have life in his name.

P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Two

Hymn of the Day Come, You Faithful, Raise the
Strain ELW 363

Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has
triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As
you drew near to the disciples, draw near to us
this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our
faith is renewed and we witness to your love.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen.
Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all
growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners,
arborists, and others who tend the soil and
nurture plants into life. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen.
Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and other
first responders to work for the well-being of
communities and the dignity of every person,
that no one may need to live in fear. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen.
Hear your people crying out for justice, for an
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end to racism and other oppression, and for a
world where all are fed and safe. We pray for all
who cry out in suffering or pain especially Terry,
Alvina, Bjorn, Katy, Ed, Dennis, Kathy, Cherige,
Gary, Jeff, Huldah, Carroll, Barb, Lindsay,
Betsy, Jim, Chris, Robert, Andy, Michelle,
Karen, and the families of Gary and Kenlyn.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you
listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians, and
other staff, administrators, and volunteers who
facilitated Holy Week and Easter worship. Open
our hearts to discern where God calls each of
us to serve. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of
those who now rest in you (especially Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given
in faithfulness to the gospel). Grant us your
peace amid our fears. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we
commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

Noisy Offering

Offering Prayer

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here be signs of
your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses
in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true
vine. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
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Dialogue
: The Lord be with you.

P
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our
Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me, after supper, he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and
teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.

Prayer after Communion

Living God, you have greeted us in our
brokenness and nourished us with the body
of Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life
with you, send us now to bear your healing
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love into the wounded world, in the name
of our risen Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Go out into the world as the people of God in

this place, and may the God who raised Jesus
from the dead grant you grace, the Son who
gave his life for you give you peace, and the
Spirit who is with you day by day, inspire you to
greater service both now and forever more.
Amen.

Sending Song Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
ELW 547

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004341.
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Calendar

Sunday, April 7, 2024

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

10:00 a.m. Steering Committee Meeting

Wednesday, April 3, 2024
5:30 p.m. Worship
6:30 p.m. Confirmation

Sunday, April 14, 2024

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

10:00 a.m. Befriender’s Committee Meeting
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Announcements

West Koshkonong will host their Salad
Luncheon on Saturday, April 20" at Noon. They
will serve salads, pie and beverages. Cost is
$15.
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