Sunday, December 24, 2024
Christmas Eve

The East Koshkonong Lutheran Church
454 East Church Rd., Cambridge, WI 53523
www.eastkoshkonong.org

Church Office: Phone 608-423-3017
Email: eastkoshkononglutheranchurch@gmail.com

Pastor Eric Hanson: 815-543-5077
Email: eric.hanson88@yahoo.com

FACEBOOK PAGE — Please “Like” us on
East Koshkonong Lutheran Church Facebook!



Ministers of East Koshkonong ~ All the people of God
Presider ~ Pastor Eric Hanson
Organist ~ Judy Rusch
Choir Director ~ Vicki Schuh
Assisting Minister ~ 10am Holly Loomis; 3pm Vicki Schuh;
6pm Gloria Fruit
Acolyte ~ 10am Josie Lund; 3pm Caitlin Terland;
6pm Lena Skjolaas
Lector ~ 10am Anders Amundson; 3pm Elizabeth Kaashagen;
6pm Vicki Schuh
Greeter ~ 10am Marilyn Gunderson & Don Amundson; 3pm Don
& Eileen Hoehn; 6pm Franklin & Beverly Lien
Ushers ~ 10am Diane & Kory Luginbuhl; 3pm Terland Family;
6pm Hal Schuh

Welcome & Announcements

Sermon I with Children

Gathering Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LBW #60 ELW
#270

Christmas Dialog
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!

He is the Light no darkness can overcome.

At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our
salvation.

With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven.”

In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.

With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen
and heard.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who sends the word with
angels, who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes
peace on all the earth. Amen.

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace
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compassion with competition. We seek what is mighty while ignoring
the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put
on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful
Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or
deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. F In Christ your sins are
forgiven and you are clothed in peace. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

A: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of
the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Choir Special Music 6pm Three Songs of Christmas

First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
>For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
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He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LorD of hosts will do this
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LorD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LoRD; proclaim God’s
salvation from day to day.

*Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among
all peoples.

*For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be
feared than all gods.

>As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you,

O Lorpb, have made the heavens.

Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and
splendor are in your sanctuary.

’Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to
the LorD honor and power.

¥Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring
offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.

*Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before
the Lorb, all the earth.

'Tell it out among the nations: “The LoRrp is king! The one
who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge
the peoples with equity.”

'"Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea
thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is
therein.

"2Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your
coming, O Lorb, for you come to judge the earth.

You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with
your truth.

Second Reading Titus 2:11-14

""The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, '*training
us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to
live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, *while we wait
for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. '*He it is who gave himself for us that
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people
of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God
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Gospel
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew 1:18-2:15

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. '’Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. *’But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take MarPf as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 'She will
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins." *2All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:

2"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." **When Joseph awoke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took
her as his wife, >’but had no marital relations with her until she had
borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

n the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage." *When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. “They told him, "In Bethlehem
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

" And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel."

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. *Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that [ may also go and pay him
homage." *When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. '*And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
PNow after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
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Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him." "“Then Joseph %ot up, took the child
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, “and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."
P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Two

Hymn of the Day = Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful LBW#45 or ELW
#283

Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

Angels sing with praise, and shepherds run with haste. As we glorify
and praise you in this place, send us into the world, proclalmlng the
salvation you have revealed this night. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

The seas roar, and the trees of the forest sing for joy. As creation
resounds with praise, inspire us with awe, reverence, and a renewed
care for all that fills the fields, skies, and seas. God of grace, receive
our prayer.

The nations declare your glory. Uphold the leaders of the earth with
your justice and righteousness. Break the rod of the oppressor in
every land and bring peace where there is conflict. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

The holy family finds shelter around the animals’ manger. Draw
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near to persons experiencing homelessness, those who are alone this holi-
day season, and all for whom this world makes no room. Wrap all your
children in bands of love and mercy especially Jackie,

Maxine, Judy, Mary Lou, Brandan, Lisa, Landon, Terry, Ed, Kathy,
Cherie, Gary, Barb, Lindsay, Betsy, Jim, Chris, Robert, Andy, Michelle,
Karen, Monica, Gwendolyn, and the family of Millie. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

A child is born for us and light shines on the weary. Watch over those
who give birth this night and attend to those who are dying. Be present in
our joys and in our sorrows. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

The heavenly host praises you. With thanksgiving for Mary, Joseph, and
all your saints, sustain us in the blessed hope revealed this night. Fashion
us by their example into a people zealous for good deeds, sharing your
love and mercy with all. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made
known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

Noisy Offering-For Sunday School Mission Project for ELCA
World Hunger

Offering Prayer
God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the

earth. Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a
sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
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gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.

Prayer after Communion

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of
grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us
forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the
good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

The Gospel of the Incarnation

The minister lights a large candle from an altar candle, which
symbolizes Christ, the Light of the world of whom John'’s gospel
speaks. The ushers light their candles from the minister’s candle,
then light the candle of each worshiper nearest the aisle. The
lighted candle is never tilted, but is always held upright when
giving light to another.

John 1:1-14

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and
the Word was God. “He was in the beginning with God. *All things
came into being through him, and Wlthout him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. “The light shines in the darkness and
the darkness did not overcome it.

SThere was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came
asa Wltness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. *The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
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the world.

"®He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. '"He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. '*But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

'“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and
truth.

The Prayers

Wonderful Counselor, increase our joy as the church gathers on
this holy night to sing of our dear Savior’s birth. May the story of
salvation live in the hearts of all who sing of its wonders. God of
grace, Hear our prayer.

Mighty God, you have broken the yoke of sin’s burden through the
birth of your Son. Comfort those whose burdens distract them
from the deeper peace of this holy night and grant them a restful
mind. God of peace, Hear our prayer.

Everlasting Father, uphold all who are in sorrow or need of your
divine goodness and mercy (especially). We remember with
thanksgiving all who have died and who now rest in your peaceful
light. God of love, Hear our prayer.

Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made
flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Light  Silent Night, Holy Night!  LBW #65 or ELW
#281

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and
mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming
grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.

Thanks be to God.
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004341.
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Poinsettias Provided By:
In Memory of Denise Veley from Mark and Bryar Veley
In Memory of Our Parents from Kurt & Barb Klemp
In Memory of Gordon & Arlene Lein from Lane & Judy Taylor
In Memory of Lars & Steven Lein from Lane & Judy Taylor
In Memory of Oren & Lillie Hammes from Oren & Patty Hammes

In Memory of Thomas & Irene Hensel from Kory & Diane Lugin-
buhl

In Memory of Harold & Harriet Eikland from the Eikland Family
In Memory of Eugene Lund from the Lund Family
In Memory of Richard Lien from Carolyn Lien

In Memory of Ole & Lorraine Rude from Judy Rusch, Mike &
Cheryl Rude

In Memory of Loved Ones from Robert & Jane Furseth

In Honor of Loved Ones from Ken & Marge Stach
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Calendar

Wednesday, December 25, 2024
Merry Christmas! Office closed.

Sunday, December 29, 2024
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

Announcements
We are glad you joined us! We hope that you will experience the

good news in mind, body, and spirit s we pray, listen, sing and share
the peace of Christ and the meal of Holy Communion. You are in-
vited to worship in as many ways as you are comfortable and able.
In this bulletin, bold print indicates congregation’s responses. The
presence, energy, and noise of children are most welcome here! The
sound of children in worship is the sound of a new disciple being
formed. This congregation is glad to share in this work. We wel-
come and invite children to participate in worship.

2025 Offering boxes are in the narthex. Please pick yours up.

There will be no Wednesday night worship services December 25 or
January 1.

Pastor Eric will be on vacation December 26.

We are still in the process of searching for a church office adminis-
trator.
Worship with us Wednesday nights or Sunday mornings in-person or on

YouTube.

Remember to like the videos and subscribe to the channel! https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UChUv6MDQV 54yCWz60IGWezw
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GIVEPLLU

You may make a secure offering/donation to EKLC
by following the directions below. All donations are
secured through Vanco. Thank you for your generous
offering in this way! Online gzlvmg directions: With all
of these options, you may set up recurring donations or
make a one-time donation.
Option 1. Go to www.eastkoshkonong.org and click
on Donate. Create a profile through this secure
website, if you haven't already, and complete the
form on the website.

Option 2: Scan this QR code with your
smartphone. Create a profile through this secure
website, if you haven't already, and complete the
form on the website.

Option 3: Download the GivePlus app on your
smartphone for either Android or iOS. If needed,
create an account with your email address. Sign into
your account and search for "East Koshkonong

Lutheran Church." Select the plus "+" sign and
complete the form.
If you don’t have online access for this giving

ogtion, you are welcome to fill out a form from the
church office: 608-423-3017 or

eastkoshkononglutheranchurch@gmail.com

OFFERINGS ARE ALSO ALWAYS APPRECIATED BY
MAILING TO: EAST KOSHKONONG LUTHERAN
\(}:VIIIEJ?I’?S%Q, 454 EAST CHURCH ROAD, CAMBRIDGE,

OMBPBANY

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not over-
come it.” John 1:5

“Always look for the helpers. Because if you look for the helpers,
you’ll know that there’s hope.” Fred Rogers
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