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Ministers of East Koshkonong ~ All the people of God

Presider ~ Pastor Eric Hanson

Organist ~ Judy Rusch
Assisting Minister ~ Carolyn Lien

Acolyte ~ Sammy Sable
Lector ~ Holly Loomis
Greeter ~ Gloria Fruit

Ushers ~ Kurt & Barb Klemp

Offering Counters ~ Brenda Schroeder, Leila Carl &
Diane Luginbuhl

Sermon One with Children

Gathering Hymn  Your Little Ones, Dear Lord ELW #286

Christmas Dialog
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!

He is the Light no darkness can overcome.

At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our
salvation.

With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven.”

In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.
With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have
seen and heard.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who sends the word
with angels, who is made flesh among all peoples, and who
breathes peace on all the earth. Amen.

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace
compassion with competition. We seek what is mighty
while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow
to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle
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our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may
reflect your love born among us. Amen.

I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come

among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. * In Christ
your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

A: Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open
our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may
think and act according to your good will and may live continually
in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
' Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen
ephod. ' His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to
him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the
yearly sacrifice. *° Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and
say, “May the LorD repay you with children by this woman for the
gift that she made to the LOrD”; and then they would return to their
home.

**Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in
favor with the LorD and with the people.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148

"Hallelujah! Praise the LorD from the heavens; praise God in the
heights.

*Praise the Lorb, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of
heaven.

3 Praise the LorD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

4 Praise the LoRD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above
the heavens.

> Let them praise the name of the LorD, who commanded, and
they were created,

who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a
law that shall not pass away.

" Praise the LorD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;

¥ fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s
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will;
? mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
"2 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying
birds;
' sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all
rulers of the world;
young men and maidens, old and young together.
13 Let them praise the name of the LorD, whose name only is
exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven
'“The LoRrp has raised up strength for the people and
praise for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a
people who are near the Lorp. Hallelujah!

Second Reading Titus 2:11-14

"The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to

all, "*training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and
in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright,
and godly, *while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manlfestatlon of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ. '*He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.

L: Word of God, word of life.

C: Thanks be to God

Gospel
P: The holy gospel according to Luke 2:1-14

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
"In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that
all the world should be registered. > This was the first
reglstratlon and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. > All went to their own towns to be registered. * Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. ° He went to be registered
with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. Whrle they were there, the time came for her to deliver
her child. ” And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

¥ In that region there were shepherds 11V1ng in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. * Then an angel of the
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Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. '° But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '* This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in
a manger.” '* And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

' “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Two

Hymn of the Day Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW # 272

Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the
education ministries of your church. Guide Sunday school
teachers, college and seminary professors, and Bible study
leaders in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of
pangolins and porcupines, penguins and parrots, and all wild
animals and creeping things. Increase our knowledge of the
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natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of grace, receive
our prayer.

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead
with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let
your peace rule in their hearts and in all lands. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all
who travel this holiday season. Accompany those who are alone or
ill especially Jackie, Maxine, Judy, Mary Lou, Brandan, Lisa,
Landon, Terry, Ed, Kathy, Cherie, Gary, Barb, Lindsay, Betsy,
Jim, Chris, Robert, Andy, Michelle, Karen, Monica, Gwendolyn,
and the family of Millie. Console parents and children whose
relationships are strained or severed. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

For the ministry of this place, we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell
among us. In times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to
forgiveness. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place,
we give thanks. Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace
made known to all, through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

Noisy Offering

Offering Prayer

God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up
from the earth. Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty.
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all
people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving




Dialogue
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.

Prayer after Communion

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace,
truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as
messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of
your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
The God of love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with

grace, illumine your path, and increase your joy, today and always.
C: Amen.



Sending Song Cold December Flies Away

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

Calendar

Sunday, December 29, 2024
9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

Tuesday, December 31, 2024
10:00 a.m. The Chosen Bible Study

Wednesday, January 1, 2024
Happy New Year!
No Worship

Thursday, January 2, 2024
8:00 a.m. Pin & Sew

Sunday, January 5, 2024

9:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship

Announcements
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